
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : MONDAY-16 SEPTEMBER 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU DISTURBED AT THE ON-GOING VIOLENCE IN GLEBE HOSTEL 

 

KWAZULU- NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Mr. Willies Mchunu, 

is disturbed at the on-going attacks and incidents of violence at Glebe hostel in Durban. 

 

Mchunu was reacting to the attempted assassination of ANC branch Treasurer, Thandiwe 

Gumede, at the hostel yesterday afternoon. According to the police report, Gumede 

sustained gunshot wounds after an unknown man approached her at Block B1, then opened 

fire. 

 

She was rushed to hospital and is reported to be in a stable condition. No arrest has been 

made so far but police have confirmed that they are investigating the matter. 

 

In a separate incident near Glebe a man identified as Sifiso Mngadi was shot and killed in 

Mangosuthu Highway. It is not yet clear whether his killing is linked to incidents of violence 

that are taking place among various factions in that hostel. 

 

It is believed that the violence is triggered by disputes over housing and bed allocation in the 

hostel. This has now created serious tensions with some supporting the local councillor and 

the other group wanting the councillor to be ousted.  

 

Commenting on the latest development, MEC Mchunu called for calm and restraint, saying 

no amount of violence would solve problems for Glebe residents. 



“As the government we are very disturbed at the on-going incidents of violence in 

Glebe hostel. Police have been deployed to improve visibility but those behind this 

violence continue to attack residents even in block corridors,’’ said Mchunu. 

 

The MEC appealed for calm and restraint.  

 

‘’There are multi-pronged interventions that are being explored to resolve the 

situation. As government we are working with all structures inside and outside the 

hostel to bring about stability and peace. The current situation in Glebe is 

unacceptable. We urge all peace loving residents to denounce violence and 

intimidation,” said Mchunu. 

 

Mchunu said that the current problems at Glebelands could not be resolved through 

continued acts of violence and attacks. 

 

‘’We have said time and again that the rest route to resolving this conflict is through a 

meaningful dialogue between those parties in conflict. Our Departmental teams are 

already working at Glebelands trying to set up a forum for discussion to resolve these 

issues for once and for all. We urge all involved to take this opportunity as it is the 

only option to bring about lasting peace at the hostel.’’ 
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